[Epidemiological study of recorded trichinosis cases in Santa Fe Province, Argentina, 1998-2009].
To characterize recorded trichinosis cases and outbreaks in Santa Fe Province, Argentina, from 1998 to 2009 from epidemiological, clinical, and laboratory viewpoints. An analysis was conducted of 1 519 epidemiological records of persons who had signs and symptoms compatible with trichinosis in Santa Fe Province in the period 1998-2009. A descriptive statistical analysis of information in epidemiological records and of clinical and laboratory results, as well as a bifactorial analysis of possible associations with epidemiological and environmental factors were also carried out. Trichinosis symptoms were found in 1 276 cases; 372 met the clinical case definition and 224 samples were positive by indirect immunofluorescence, independent of their clinical case classification. There were 27 outbreaks that involved 1 157 cases identified in eight departments, with greater frequency in the province's center and south. Annual distribution of epidemiologically associated cases was heterogeneous, with greater frequency in the period 2000-2003 and in the months of August to October. Probability of becoming sick was greater with consumption of products from informal sources (OR = 3.69; P = 0.014) and in rural areas (OR = 1.799; P = 0.011). Disease incubation period (median) was 12 days. The risk of becoming sick was 2.06 times greater in persons who ate meat or ate pork by-products than in those who did not. The greatest number of outbreaks occurred in departments that were more populous and where pork production was greater. Specific actions should be designed for prevention and control of the disease in those departments. Epidemiological risk analysis should be considered in evaluating, managing, and communicating trichinosis health risks.